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B 57
S. L. 2 of 2011

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
CAP L11 LFN 2004

GUIDELINES FOR THE CONFERMENT OF THE RANK OF
SENIOR ADVOCATE OF NIGERIA

[14th Day of February, 2011] Commence-
ment.
In exercise of the powers conferred on it by Section 5(7) of the Legal Practitioners
Act CAP L11 LFN 2004 and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, the Legal
Practitioners Privileges Committee with the approval of the Body of Benchers makes

the following Guidelines :

Part 1—OBJECTIVES, PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURE
FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF SENIOR ADVOCATES OF NIGERIA

1. The Award of the rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN) is a¢)Objectives.
privilege awarded as a mark of excellence to members of the legal profession
who:

(a) are in fulf time legal practice ;

(b) have distinguished themselves as advocates ; and

(c) have made significant contribution to the development of the legal
profession in Nigeria.

2. The award of the rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria shall be based

on the following principles : Principles.

(a) the award shall be an independent indication of excellence in the legal
profession. Itis to provide a public identification of advocates whose standing
and achievement would justify an expectation on the part of clients, the judiciary
and the public that they can provide outstanding services as advocates and
advisers in the overall best interest of administration of justice ;

(b) all candidates shall be treated equally. All applications will be
considered without regard to ethnic origin, pedigree, gender, physical disability,
marital status, age, religious belief, political views or affiliations ;

(c) every effort shall be made to ensure that the conferment of the rank
of Senior Advocate of Nigeria on candidates who have met the criteria
reflect national character by achieving as much geographical spread and
gender representation as is possible ;

(d) the award shall be a self financing process to ensure that the rigorous
nature of the screening process is maintained. The appropriate fees as
determined each year by the Legal Practitioners Privileges Committee shall
be charged as processing fee, such fees shall be based on reasonable
estimates of the cost of administering the process and adequate to ensure a
proper and efficient conduct of the selection exercise ;

(e) the award shall continue to be made primarily to legal practitioners







